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great king died.   Unto the very ends of the earth
he had made the name of Babylon great.

Enough has already been said concerning his
merits and success as a man of war. In taking a
view of his whole personality there are to be added
to this several other points of weight. His building
operations were so extensive that in this particular
he outranks all who preceded him, whether in As-
syria or in Babylonia. For the most part these
works were beneficent, though the execution of
them must have cost much human life and terrible
suffering of fatigue and oppression. That he added
to this love for the constructively beautiful an in-
terest in the arts and the sciences is clear enough
from the books which have come down to us out
of the great collections in his own and other cities.
These are evidences also enough that he was a patron
of letters and science, worthy to be compared with
that great Assyrian founder of libraries, Asshur-
banapal. A man of blood and iron it has been
already sufficiently shown that he was. His pun-
ishment of Zedekiah is to be placed with the very
worst instances of savagery in all that history.
But it is just to remember that Zedekiah had
broken an oath, and so may be considered as hav-
ing offended against the great god Marduk, and
that in a most vital point. Further than this
there is no other instance of great cruelty known
to us; and it is especially worthy of notice that
we find no case of cruelty practiced solely from
bloodthirstiness, and in repulsive fashions, as was